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truly it was, a crime against human-
ity—people lying on the ground, chil-
dren, women shot at close range, in 
their faces and in the backs their 
heads—Slobodan Milosevic told Ambas-
sador Walker to ‘‘Get out of my coun-
try’’. 

Mr. Speaker, as you may know, I’m 
the ranking member on the Commis-
sion on Security and Cooperation in 
Europe, the Helsinki Commission. In 
that capacity, I have traveled to Bos-
nia and to Kosovo, been to Pristina, 
talked to leaders, Albanian leaders and 
Serbian leaders. Tragically, there was 
no avenue for communication offered 
by the Serbian authorities. They would 
say that there are atrocities com-
mitted on both sides, and they would 
be correct. But, Mr. Speaker, as was 
the case in Bosnia, the overwhelming 
responsibility for the crimes against 
humanity which were committed in 
Bosnia, and are now being committed 
in Kosovo, are the responsibility of 
Slobodan Milosevic. 

Now, you will recall, Mr. Speaker, 
that when I and others made those ac-
cusations, the response was, ‘‘Oh, no, 
that is in Bosnia, not in Serbia. That is 
Karadzic, Mladic, and other Serbian 
leaders in Bosnia itself, not me,’’ said 
Slobodan Milosevic. ‘‘I am not respon-
sible. I want to stop the war. I want to 
ensure the safety of people.’’ 

Now, Mr. Speaker, there is no mask, 
there is no curtain, there is no veil. In 
point of fact, the world has seen the re-
ality of Slobodan Melosevic’s deter-
mination to accomplish his ends by 
whatever means possible—no matter 
how illegal they may be, no matter 
how evil they may be, no matter how 
many opponents’ lives are lost, no mat-
ter that they are innocent women and 
children, old men, noncombatants. 
Slobodan Milosevic does not care. 

Mr. Speaker, we focus on a lot of 
things in America, but we need to focus 
on the fact that we are the leader. And 
in that position we have a responsi-
bility to come together with the rest of 
Europe to make sure that genocide has 
a consequence, that genocide is 
stopped, that people are saved.

f 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF 105TH CON-
GRESS ARE MANY, BUT MUCH 
MORE REMAINS TO BE DONE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. WELLER) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WELLER. Mr. Speaker, it is good 
to be here today. As I look back over 
the last 2 years, I am so proud of the 
accomplishments of this Congress, 
proud of what we have achieved in just 
the last few short years, accomplish-
ments that include balancing the budg-
et for the first time in 28 years, cutting 
taxes for the middle class for the first 
time in 16 years, saving medicare and 
giving medicare another 10 years of a 

strong, good life; and also reforming 
welfare by emphasizing work and fam-
ily and responsibility for the first time 
in over a generation. 

Now, this House of Representatives, 
even though we have accomplished 
quite a bit, accomplishments we are 
proud of, balancing the budget, cutting 
taxes for the middle class, reforming 
welfare and saving medicare, we face 
some big challenges ahead. Our tax 
burden is still too high. In fact, for the 
average American family the tax bur-
den today totals almost 40 percent, if 
we add State and local as well as Fed-
eral taxes. We need to make sure that 
taxes are lower for working middle 
class families. 

We need to help our local schools and 
ensure that the dollars that we pro-
vided, because we have increased fund-
ing by 10 percent this last year at the 
Federal level for our local schools, we 
need to ensure those dollars actually 
reach the classroom. 

We need to increase and strengthen 
our Nation’s defense. I think it is just 
wrong that 11,000 American military 
men and women today subsist on food 
stamps in order to make ends meet. 
That is just wrong. We need to make 
up and fix that and strengthen our na-
tional defense. 

We also need to save social security, 
an issue that is so important not just 
for today’s seniors but for every work-
ing American. 

Tonight we are going to hear the 
President’s State of the Union speech. 
It is important we be here to hear what 
the President has to say, and I hope to-
night we hear from the President that 
he has a specific plan, a specific pro-
posal to save social security.
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For the last year and a half now, the 
President has talked about saving So-
cial Security but he has yet to give us 
a plan, a proposal, specifics that we can 
work with him on to accomplish that 
goal. I hope tonight to hear some spe-
cifics. 

As a member of the Subcommittee on 
Social Security, I am anxious to learn 
the President’s proposal, and I am won-
dering whether his solution will raise 
taxes on working Americans. Will it 
cut benefits for seniors? Will he give 
opportunity for working Americans, or 
will he just redistribute wealth? Those 
are important questions, and we are 
looking forward to hearing the Presi-
dent’s proposal. 

I also hope to hear the President ad-
dress an important issue, a funda-
mental question of tax fairness. I have 
often asked in this well here this ques-
tion: Is it right, is it fair that 21 mil-
lion married working couples pay on 
average $1,400 more in taxes today just 
because they are married, $1,400 more 
than an identical working couple living 
together outside of marriage? I think 
that is wrong, and I know the folks 

back in Chicago and the south suburbs 
that I have the privilege of rep-
resenting also believe that the mar-
riage tax penalty is wrong and unfair 
and we believe it should be eliminated. 

In the Chicago south suburbs, in a 
town like Joliet and the district that I 
have the privilege of representing, 
$1,400 is one year’s tuition at our local 
community college, Joliet Junior Col-
lege. It is 3 months of day-care at a 
local day-care center. It is just wrong 
that our tax code punishes marriage. 
We should make elimination of the 
marriage tax penalty a bipartisan pri-
ority. 

This past year the House of Rep-
resentatives passed and sent to the 
Senate legislation that helped the 
process of saving social security and 
legislation that specifically eliminated 
the marriage tax penalty for a major-
ity of those that suffer it. In fact, our 
legislation that we passed out of the 
House of Representatives last fall re-
served $1.4 trillion of the budget sur-
plus, extra tax revenue that we are now 
collecting more than we are spending, 
but set aside $1.4 trillion to save social 
security, and the rest we use to help 
working families by lowering their 
taxes, including eliminating the mar-
riage tax penalty for the majority of 
those who suffer it. 

My hope is that the President to-
night will outline a plan which does 
save social security. It is my hope that 
the President will also come forward 
and embrace a bipartisan effort to 
eliminate the marriage tax penalty. We 
can get the job done, just as we have in 
the past. 

Over the last 2 years, we have bal-
anced the budget for the first time in 
28 years; we cut taxes for the middle 
class for the first time in 16 years; we 
reformed welfare for the first time in a 
generation; and we extended the life of 
medicare by working together. 

It is my hope that by working to-
gether under the leadership of our new 
Speaker, the gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. HASTERT), that we can save Social 
Security, that we can eliminate the 
marriage tax penalty, that we can 
strengthen our Nation’s defenses and 
ensure that the dollars we provide for 
our local schools actually reach the 
classroom. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF RULES OF THE 
COMMITTEE ON RULES OF THE 
HOUSE FOR THE 106TH CON-
GRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. DREIER) is 
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, at its organiza-
tional meeting on January 6, 1999, pursuant to 
clause 2(a)(1)(A) of rule XI of the rules of the 
House, the Rules Committee adopted in an 
open meeting, with a quorum present, its com-
mittee rules for the 106th Congress. Pursuant 
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to clause 2(a)(1)(D) of rule XI of the rules of 
the House and clause (d) of rule I of the rules 
of the Committee on Rules, the rules of the 
Committee on Rules are hereby submitted for 
printing in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON RULES 
U.S. House of Representatives 

106th Congress 

RULE 1—GENERAL PROVISIONS 
(a) The rules of the House are the rules of 

the Committee and its subcommittees so far 
as applicable, except that a motion to recess 
from day to day, and a motion to dispense 
with the first reading (in full) of a bill or res-
olution, if printed copies are available, are 
non-debatable privileged motions in the 
Committee. A proposed investigative or 
oversight report shall be considered as read 
if it has been available to the members of the 
Committee for at least 24 hours (excluding 
Saturdays, Sundays, or legal holidays except 
when the House is in session on such day). 

(b) Each subcommittee is a part of the 
Committee, and is subject to the authority 
and direction of the Committee and to its 
rules so far as applicable. 

(c) The provisions of clause 2 of rule XI of 
the rules of the House are incorporated by 
reference as the rules of the Committee to 
the extent applicable. 

(d) The Committee’s rules shall be pub-
lished in the Congressional Record not later 
than 30 days after the Committee is elected 
in each odd-numbered year. 

RULE 2—REGULAR, ADDITIONAL, AND SPECIAL 
MEETINGS 

Regular Meetings 
(a)(1) The Committee shall regularly meet 

at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday of each week when 
the House is in session. 

(2) a regular meeting of the Committee 
may be dispensed with if, in the judgment of 
the Chairman of the Committee hereafter in 
these rules referred to as the ‘‘Chair’’), there 
is no need for a meeting. 

(3) Additional regular meetings and hear-
ings of the Committee may be called by the 
Chair. 

Notice for Regular Meetings 
(b) The Chair shall notify each member of 

the Committee of the agenda of each regular 
meeting of the Committee at least 48 hours 
before the time for the meeting and shall 
provide to each member of the Committee, 
at lease 24 hours before the time of each reg-
ular meeting. 

(1) for each bill or resolution scheduled on 
the agenda for consideration of a rule, a copy 
of (A) the bill or resolution, (B) any com-
mittee reports thereon, and (C) any letter re-
questing a rule for the bill or resolution, and 

(2) for each other bill, resolution, report, or 
other matter on the agenda a copy of—(A) 
the bill, resolution, report, or materials re-
lating to the other matter in question; and 
(B) any report on the bill, resolution, report, 
or any other matter made by any sub-
committee of the Committee. 

Emergency Meetings 
(c)(1) The Chair may call an emergency 

meeting of the Committee at any time on 
any measure or matter which the Chair de-
termines to be of an emergency nature; pro-
vided however, that the Chair has made an 
effort to consult the ranking minority mem-
ber, or, in such member’s absence, the next 
ranking minority party members of the 
Committee. 

(2) As soon as possible after calling an 
emergency meeting of the Committee, the 

Chair shall notify each member of the Com-
mittee of the time and location of the meet-
ing. 

(3) To the extent feasible, the notice pro-
vided under paragraph (2) shall include the 
agenda for the emergency meeting and cop-
ies of available materials which would other-
wise have been provided under subsection (b) 
if the emergency meeting was a regular 
meeting. 

Special Meetings 
(d) Special meetings shall be called and 

convened as provided in clause 2(c)(2) of rule 
XI of the Rules of the House. 

RULE 3—MEETING THE HEARING PROCEDURES 
IN GENERAL 

(a)(1) Meetings and hearings of the Com-
mittee shall be called to order and presided 
over by the Chair or, in the Chair’s absence, 
by the member designated by the Chair as 
the Vice Chair of the Committee, or by the 
ranking majority member of the Committee 
present as Acting Chair. 

(2) Meetings and hearings of the committee 
shall be open to the public unless closed in 
accordance with clause 2(g) of rule XI of the 
Rules of the House of Representatives. 

(3) Any meeting or hearing of the Com-
mittee that is open to the public shall be 
open to coverage by television, radio, and 
still photography in accordance with the 
provisions of clause 4 of rule XI of the rules 
of the House (which are incorporated by ref-
erence as part of these rules). 

(4) When a recommendation is made as to 
the kind of rule which should be granted for 
consideration of a bill or resolution, a copy 
of the language recommended shall be fur-
nished to each member of the Committee at 
the beginning of the Committee meeting at 
which the rule is to be considered or as soon 
thereafter as the proposed language becomes 
available. 

Quorum 
(b)(1) For the purpose of hearing testimony 

on requests for rules, five members of the 
Committee shall constitute a quorum. 

(2) For the purpose of taking testimony 
and receiving evidence on measures or mat-
ters of original jurisdiction before the Com-
mittee, three members of the Committee 
shall constitute a quorum. 

(3) A majority of the members of the Com-
mittee shall constitute a quorum for the pur-
poses of reporting any measure or matter, or 
authorizing a subpoena, of closing a meeting 
or hearing pursuant to clause 2(g) of rule XI 
of the Rules of the House (except as provided 
in clause 2(g)(2)(A) and (B), or of taking any 
other action. 

Voting 
(c)(1) No vote may be conducted on any 

measure or motion pending before the Com-
mittee unless a majority of the members of 
the Committee is actually present for such 
purpose. 

(2) A record vote of the Committee shall be 
provided on any question before the Com-
mittee upon the request of any member. 

(3) No vote by any member of the Com-
mittee on any measure or matter may be 
cast by proxy. 

(4) A record of the vote of each Member of 
the Committee on each record vote on any 
matter before the Committee shall be avail-
able for public inspection at the offices of 
the Committee, and with respect to any 
record vote on any motion to amend or re-
port, shall be included in the report of the 
Committee showing the total number of 
votes cast for and against and the names of 
those members voting for and against. 

Hearing Procedures 
(d)(1) With regard to hearings on matters 

of original jurisdiction, to the greatest ex-
tent practicable: (A) each witness who is to 
appear before the Committee shall file with 
the committee at least 24 hours in advance 
of the appearance a statement of proposed 
testimony in written and electronic form 
and shall limit the oral presentation to the 
Committee to a brief summary thereof; and 
(B) each witness appearing in a non-govern-
mental capacity shall include with the state-
ment of proposed testimony provided in writ-
ten and electronic form a curriculum vitae 
and a disclosure of the amount and source 
(by agency and program) of any Federal 
grant (or subgrant thereof) or contract (or 
subcontract thereof) received during the cur-
rent fiscal year or either of the two pre-
ceding fiscal years. 

(2) The five-minute rule shall be observed 
in the interrogation of each witness before 
the Committee until each member of the 
Committee has had an opportunity to ques-
tion the witness. 

(3) The provisions of clause 2(k) of rule XI 
of the rules of the House shall apply to any 
investigative hearing conducted by the com-
mittee. 

Subpoenas and Oaths 
(e)(1) Pursuant to clause 2(m) of rule XI of 

the rules of the House of Representatives, a 
subpoena may be authorized and issued by 
the Committee or a subcommittee in the 
conduct of any investigation or series of in-
vestigations or activities, only when author-
ized by a majority of the members voting, a 
majority being present. 

(2) The Chair may authorize and issue sub-
poenas under such clause during any period 
in which the House has adjourned for a pe-
riod of longer than three days. 

(3) Authorized subpoenas shall be signed by 
the Chair or by any member designated by 
the Committee, and may be served by any 
person designated by the Chair or such mem-
ber. 

(4) The Chair, or any member of the Com-
mittee designated by the Chair, may admin-
ister oaths to witnesses before the Com-
mittee. 

RULE 4—GENERAL OVERSIGHT AND 
INVESTIGATIVE RESPONSIBILITIES. 

(a) The Committee shall review and study, 
on a continuing basis, the application, ad-
ministration, execution, and effectiveness of 
those laws, or parts of laws, the subject mat-
ter of which is within its jurisdiction. 

(b) Not later than February 15 of the first 
session of a Congress, the committee shall 
meet in open session, with a quorum present, 
to adopt its oversight plans for that Con-
gress for submission to the Committee on 
House Administration and the Committee on 
Government Reform, in accordance with the 
provisions of clause 2(d) of House rule X. 

RULE 5—SUBCOMMITTEES 
Establishment and Responsibilities of 

Subcommittees 
(a)(1) There shall be two subcommittees of 

the Committee as follows: 
(A) Subcommittee on Legislative and 

Budget Process, which shall have general re-
sponsibility for measures or matters related 
to relations between the Congress and the 
Executive Branch. 

(B) Subcommittee on Rules and Organiza-
tion of the House, which shall have general 
responsibility for measures or matters re-
lated to relations between the two Houses of 
Congress, relations between the Congress 
and the Judiciary, and internal operations of 
the House. 
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(2) In addition, each such subcommittee 

shall have specific responsibility for such 
other measures or matters as the Chair re-
fers to it. 

(3) Each subcommittee of the Committee 
shall review and study, on a continuing 
basis, the application, administration, exe-
cution, and effectiveness of those laws, or 
parts of laws, the subject matter of which is 
within its general responsibility. 

Referral of Measures and Matters to 
Subcommittees 

(b)(1) In view of the unique procedural re-
sponsibilities of the Committee, no special 
order providing for the consideration of any 
bill or resolution shall be referred to a sub-
committee of the Committee. 

(2) The Chair shall refer to a subcommittee 
such measures or matters of original juris-
diction as the Chair deems appropriate given 
its jurisdiction and responsibilities. 

(3) All other measures or matters of origi-
nal jurisdiction shall be subject to consider-
ation by the full Committee. 

(4) In referring any measure or matter of 
original jurisdiction to a subcommittee, the 
Chair may specify a date by which the sub-
committee shall report thereon to the Com-
mittee. 

(5) The Committee by motion may dis-
charge a subcommittee from consideration 
of any measures or matter referred to a sub-
committee of the Committee.

Composition of Subcommittees 
(c) The size and ratio of each sub-

committee shall be determined by the Com-
mittee and members shall be elected to each 
subcommittee, and to the positions of chair-
man and ranking minority member thereof, 
in accordance with the rules of the respec-
tive party caucuses. The Chair of the full 
committee shall designate a member of the 
majority party on each subcommittee as its 
vice chairman. 

Subcommittee Meetings and Hearings 
(d)(1) Each subcommittee of the Com-

mittee is authorized to meet, hold hearings, 
receive testimony, mark up legislation, and 
report to the full Committee on any measure 
or matter referred to it. 

(2) No subcommittee of the Committee 
may meet or hold a hearing at the same time 
as a meeting or hearing of the full Com-
mittee is being held. 

(3) The chairman of each subcommittee 
shall schedule meetings and hearings of the 
subcommittee only after consultation with 
the Chair. 

Quorum 
(e)(1) For the purpose of taking testimony, 

two members of the subcommittee shall con-
stitute a quorum. 

(2) For all other purposes, a quorum shall 
consist of a majority of the members of a 
subcommittee. 

Effect of a Vacancy 
(f) Any vacancy in the membership of a 

subcommittee shall not affect the power of 
the remaining members to execute the func-
tions of the subcommittee. 

Records 
(g) Each subcommittee of the Committee 

shall provide the full Committee with copies 
of such records of votes taken in the sub-
committee and such other records with re-
spect to the subcommittee necessary for the 
Committee to comply with all rules and reg-
ulations of the House. 

RULE 6—STAFF 
In General 

(a)(1) Except as provided in paragraphs (2) 
and (3), the professional and other staff of 

the Committee shall be appointed, by the 
Chair, and shall work under the general su-
pervision and direction of the Chair. 

(2) All professional, and other staff pro-
vided to the minority party members of the 
Committee shall be appointed, by the rank-
ing minority member of the Committee, and 
shall work under the general supervision and 
direction of such member. 

(3) The appointment of all professional 
staff shall be subject to the approval of the 
Committee as provided by, and subject to the 
provisions of, clause 9 of rule X of the rules 
of the House. 

Associate Staff 
(b) Associate staff for members of the Com-

mittee may be appointed only at the discre-
tion of the Chair (in consultation with the 
ranking minority member regarding any mi-
nority party associate staff), after taking 
into account any staff ceilings and budg-
etary constraints in effect at the time, and 
any terms, limits, or conditions established 
by the Committee on House Administration 
under Clause 9 of rule X of the rules of the 
House. 

Subcommittee Staff 
(c) From funds made available for the ap-

pointment of staff, the Chair of the Com-
mittee shall, pursuant to clause 6(d) of rule 
X of the rules of the House, ensure that suffi-
cient staff is made available to each sub-
committee to carry out its responsibilities 
under the rules of the Committee, and, after 
consultation with the ranking minority 
member of the Committee, that the minority 
party of the Committee is treated fairly in 
the appointment of such staff. 

Compensation of Staff 
(d) The Chair shall fix the compensation of 

all professional and other staff of the Com-
mittee, after consultation with the ranking 
minority member regarding any minority 
party staff. 

Certification of Staff 
(e)(1) To the extent any staff member of 

the Committee or any of its subcommittees 
does not work under the direct supervision 
and direction of the Chair, the Member of 
the Committee who supervises and directs 
the staff member’s work shall file with the 
Chief of Staff of the Committee (not later 
than the tenth day of each month) a certifi-
cation regarding the staff member’s work for 
that member for the preceding calendar 
month. 

(2) The certification required by paragraph 
(1) shall be in such form as the Chair may 
prescribe, shall identify each staff member 
by name, and shall state that the work en-
gaged in by the staff member and the duties 
assigned to the staff member for the member 
of the Committee with respect to the month 
in question met the requirements of clause 9 
of rule X of the rules of the House. 

(3) Any certification of staff of the Com-
mittee, or any of its subcommittees, made 
by the Chair in compliance with any provi-
sion of law or regulation shall be made (A) 
on the basis of the certifications filed under 
paragraph (1) to the extent the staff is not 
under the Chair’s supervision and direction, 
and (B) on his own responsibility to the ex-
tent the staff is under the Chair’s direct su-
pervision and direction. 

RULE 7—BUDGET, TRAVEL, PAY OF WITNESSES 
Budget 

(a) The Chair, in consultation with other 
members of the Committee, shall prepare for 
each Congress a budget providing amounts 
for staff, necessary travel, investigation, and 
other expenses of the Committee and its sub-
committees. 

Travel 

(b)(1) The Chair may authorize travel for 
any member and any staff member of the 
Committee in connection with activities or 
subject matters under the general jurisdic-
tion of the Committee. Before such author-
ization is granted, there shall be submitted 
to the Chair in writing the following: 

(A) The purpose of the travel. 
(B) The dates during which the travel is to 

occur. 
(C) The names of the States or countries to 

be visited and the length of time to be spent 
in each. 

(D) The names of members and staff of the 
Committee for whom the authorization is 
sought. 

(2) Members and staff of the Committee 
shall make a written report to the Chair on 
any travel they have conducted under this 
subsection, including a description of their 
itinerary, expenses, and activities, and of 
pertinent information gained as a result of 
such travel.

(3) Members and staff of the Committee 
performing authorized travel on official busi-
ness shall be governed by applicable laws, 
resolutions, and regulations of the House and 
of the Committee on House Administration. 

Pay of Witnesses 

(c) Witnesses may be paid from funds made 
available to the Committee in its expense 
resolution subject to the provisions of clause 
5 of rule XI of the rules of the House. 

RULE 8—COMMITTEE ADMINISTRATION 

Reporting 

(a) Whenever the Committee authorizes 
the favorable reporting of a bill or resolution 
from the Committee—

(1) the Chair or acting Chair shall report it 
to the House or designate a member of the 
Committee to do so, and 

(2) in the case of a bill or resolution in 
which the Committee has original jurisdic-
tion, the Chair shall allow, to the extent 
that the anticipated floor schedule permits, 
any member of the Committee a reasonable 
amount of time to submit views for inclusion 
in the Committee report on the bill or reso-
lution. 

Any such report shall contain all matters 
required by the rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives (or by any provision of law en-
acted as an exercise of the rulemaking power 
of the House) and such other information as 
the Chair deems appropriate. 

Records 

(b)(1) There shall be a transcript made of 
each regular meeting and hearing of the 
Committee, and the transcript may be print-
ed if the Chair decides it is appropriate or if 
a majority of the Members of the Committee 
requests such printing. Any such transcripts 
shall be a substantially verbatim account of 
remarks actually made during the pro-
ceedings, subject only to technical, gram-
matical, and typographical corrections au-
thorized by the person making the remarks. 
Nothing in this paragraph shall be construed 
to require that all such transcripts be sub-
ject to correction and publication. 

(2) The Committee shall keep a record of 
all actions of the Committee and of its sub-
committees. The record shall contain all in-
formation required by clause 2(e)(1) of rule 
XI of the rules of the House of Representa-
tives and shall be available for public inspec-
tion at reasonable times in the offices of the 
Committee. 

(3) All Committee hearings, records, data, 
charts, and files shall be kept separate and 
distinct from the congressional office 
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records of the Chair, shall be the property of 
the House, and all members of the House 
shall have access thereto as provided in 
clause 2(e)(2) of rule XI of the rules of the 
House. 

(4) The records of the Committee at the 
National Archives and Records Administra-
tion shall be made available for public use in 
accordance with rule VII of the rules of the 
House. The Chair shall notify the ranking 
minority member of any decision, pursuant 
to clause 3(b)(3) or clause 4(b) of the rule, to 
withhold a record otherwise available, and 
the matter shall be presented to the Com-
mittee for a determination on written re-
quest of any member of the Committee. 

Committee Publications on the Internet 

(c) To the maximum extent feasible, the 
Committee shall makes its publications 
available in electronic form. 

Calendars 

(d)(1) The Committee shall maintain a 
Committee Calendar, which shall include all 
bills, resolutions, and other matters referred 
to or reported by the Committee and all 
bills, resolutions, and other matters reported 
by any other committee on which a rule has 
been granted or formally requested, and such 
other matters as the Chair shall direct. The 
Calendar shall be published periodically, but 
in no case less often than once in each ses-
sion of Congress. 

(2) The staff of the Committee shall furnish 
each member of the Committee with a list of 
all bills or resolutions (A) reported from the 
Committee but not yet considered by the 
House, and (B) on which a rule has been for-
mally requested but not yet granted. The list 
shall be updated each week when the House 
is in session. 

(3) For purposes of paragraphs (1) and (2), a 
rule is considered as formally requested 
when the Chairman of a committee which 
has reported a bill or resolution (or a mem-
ber of such committee authorized to act on 
the Chairman’s behalf) (A) has requested, in 
writing to the Chair, that a hearing be 
scheduled on a rule for the consideration of 
the bill or resolution, and (B) has supplied 
the Committee with an adequate number of 
copies of the bill or resolution, as reported, 
together with the final printed committee 
report thereon. 

Other Procedures 

(e) The Chair may establish such other 
Committee procedures and take such actions 
as may be necessary to carry out these rules 
or to facilitate the effective operation of the 
Committee and its subcommittees in a man-
ner consistent with these rules. 

RULE 9—AMENDMENTS TO COMMITTEE RULES 

The rules of the Committee may be modi-
fied, amended or repealed, in the same man-
ner and method as prescribed for the adop-
tion of committee rules in clause 2 of rule XI 
of the Rules of the House, but only if written 
notice of the proposed change has been pro-
vided to each such Member at least 48 hours 
before the time of the meeting at which the 
vote on the change occurs. Any such change 
in the rules of the Committee shall be pub-
lished in the Congressional Record within 30 
calendar days after their approval.

f 

SUBMISSION OF RULES FOR THE 
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE OF 
THE HOUSE FOR THE 106TH CON-
GRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from Virginia (Mr. BLILEY) is 
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BLILEY. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to 
clause 2(a)(2) of Rule XI of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives, the Committee on 
Commerce reports that it adopted the fol-
lowing rules for the 106th Congress and sub-
mits such rules for publication in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD:
Rules for the Committee on Commerce, U.S. 

House of Representatives, 106th Congress, 
1999–2000
Rule 1. General Provisions. (a) Rules of the 

Committee. The Rules of the House are the 
rules of the Committee on Commerce (here-
inafter the ‘‘Committee’’) and its sub-
committees so far as is applicable, except 
that a motion to recess from day to day, and 
a motion to dispense with the first reading 
(in full) of a bill or resolution, if printed cop-
ies are available, are nondebatable and privi-
leged in the Committee and its subcommit-
tees. 

(b) Rules of the Subcommittees. Each sub-
committee of the Committee is part of the 
Committee and is subject to the authority 
and direction of the Committee and to its 
rules so far as applicable. Written rules 
adopted by the Committee, not inconsistent 
with the Rules of the House, shall be binding 
on each subcommittee of the Committee. 

Rule 2. Time and Place of Meetings. (a) 
Regular Meeting Days. The Committee shall 
meet on the fourth Tuesday of each month 
at 10 a.m., for the consideration of bills, res-
olutions, and other business, if the House is 
in session on that day. If the House is not in 
session on that day and the Committee has 
not met during such month, the Committee 
shall meet at the earliest practicable oppor-
tunity when the House is again in session. 
The chairman of the Committee may, at his 
discretion, cancel, delay, or defer any meet-
ing required under this section, after con-
sultation with the ranking minority mem-
ber. 

(b) Additional Meetings. The chairman 
may call and convene, as he considers nec-
essary, additional meetings of the Com-
mittee for the consideration of any bill or 
resolution pending before the Committee or 
for the conduct of other Committee business. 
The Committee shall meet for such purposes 
pursuant to that call of the chairman. 

(c) Vice Chairmen; Presiding Member. The 
chairman shall designate a member of the 
majority party to serve as vice chairman of 
the Committee, and shall designate a major-
ity member of each subcommittee to serve 
as vice chairman of each subcommittee. The 
vice chairman of the Committee or sub-
committee, as the case may be, shall preside 
at any meeting or hearing during the tem-
porary absence of the chairman. If the chair-
man and vice chairman of the Committee or 
subcommittee are not present at any meet-
ing or hearing, the ranking member of the 
majority party who is present shall preside 
at the meeting or hearing. 

(d) Open Meetings and Hearings. Except as 
provided by the Rules of the House, each 
meeting of the Committee or any of its sub-
committees for the transaction of business, 
including the markup of legislation, and 
each hearing, shall be open to the public in-
cluding to radio, television and still photog-
raphy coverage, consistent with the provi-
sions of Rule XI of the Rules of the House. 

Rule 3. Agenda. The agenda for each Com-
mittee or subcommittee meeting (other than 
a hearing), setting out the date, time, place, 
and all items of business to be considered, 
shall be provided to each member of the 

Committee at least 36 hours in advance of 
such meeting. 

Rule 4. Procedure. (a)(1) Hearings. The 
date, time, place, and subject matter of any 
hearing of the Committee or any of its sub-
committees shall be announced at least one 
week in advance of the commencement of 
such hearing, unless the Committee or sub-
committee determines in accordance with 
clause 2(g)(3) of Rule XI of the Rules of the 
House that there is good cause to begin the 
hearing sooner. 

(2)(A) Meetings. The date, time, place, and 
subject matter of any meeting (other than a 
hearing) scheduled on a Tuesday, Wednesday, 
or Thursday when the House will be in ses-
sion, shall be announced at least 36 hours 
(exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays, and legal 
holidays except when the House is in session 
on such days) in advance of the commence-
ment of such meeting. 

(B) Other Meetings. The date, time, place, 
and subject matter of a meeting (other than 
a hearing or a meeting to which subpara-
graph (A) applies) shall be announced at 
least 72 hours in advance of the commence-
ment of such meeting. 

(b)(1) Requirements for Testimony. Each 
witness who is to appear before the Com-
mittee or a subcommittee shall file with the 
clerk of the Committee, at least two working 
days in advance of his or her appearance, suf-
ficient copies, as determined by the chair-
man of the Committee or a subcommittee, of 
a written statement of his or her proposed 
testimony to provide to members and staff of 
the Committee or subcommittee, the news 
media, and the general public. Each witness 
shall, to the greatest extent practicable, also 
provide a copy of such written testimony in 
an electronic format prescribed by the chair-
man. Each witness shall limit his or her oral 
presentation to a brief summary of the argu-
ment. The chairman of the Committee or of 
a subcommittee, or the presiding member, 
may waive the requirements of this para-
graph or any part thereof. 

(2) Additional Requirements for Testi-
mony. To the greatest extent practicable, 
the written testimony of each witness ap-
pearing in a non-governmental capacity 
shall include a curriculum vitae and a disclo-
sure of the amount and source (by agency 
and program) of any federal grant (or 
subgrant thereof) or contract (or subcontract 
thereof) received during the current fiscal 
year or either of the two preceding fiscal 
years by the witness or by an entity rep-
resented by the witness. 

(c) Questioning Witnesses. The right to in-
terrogate the witnesses before the Com-
mittee or any of its subcommittees shall al-
ternate between majority and minority 
members. Each member shall be limited to 5 
minutes in the interrogation of witnesses 
until such time as each member who so de-
sires has had an opportunity to question wit-
nesses. No member shall be recognized for a 
second period of 5 minutes to interrogate a 
witness until each member of the Committee 
present has been recognized once for that 
purpose. While the Committee or sub-
committee is operating under the 5-minute 
rule for the interrogation of witnesses, the 
chairman shall recognize in order of appear-
ance members who were not present when 
the meeting was called to order after all 
members who were present when the meeting 
was called to order have been recognized in 
the order of seniority on the Committee or 
subcommittee, as the case may be. 

(d) Explanation of Subcommittee Action. 
No bill, recommendation, or other matter re-
ported by a subcommittee shall be consid-
ered by the full Committee unless the text of 
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